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The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 29, 2020 
          

Mass Schedule 
 

Bishop Foys has suspended the public 

celebration of the Mass and the other sacraments 

due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Mass will be 

offered privately at the usual times: 

 

Sunday Mass: 5 PM (Saturday), 8 AM, and 10 AM 

Daily Mass: 8 AM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday; 7 PM Wednesday 

Holy Day of Obligation Mass: See bulletin 

 

The church is open for private prayer from  

9 AM to 9 PM every day. 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for adoration 

from 9-10 AM every day and from 6-7 PM on 

Wednesday. 

 

Confession Schedule 
 

Confessions are available by request at this time. 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

The parish office is closed,  

but Fr. Stenger can be reached at the rectory or by 

email and Natalie can be reached by email. 

 

Sunday Collection 
 

March 21 & 22                    $355.00 

 

Virtus:  April is catch-up month, so make sure 

you log in and get all of your bulletins read.   

 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

28-Sat., 5 PM Ervin Born 

29-Sun., 8 AM Joseph Heeb, Jr. 

29-Sun., 10 AM People of the Parish 

30-Mon., 8 AM Alma Ruschman 

31-Tues., 8 AM LeRoy Carl Sr. 

01-Wed., 7 PM           Special Intention (CER) 

02-Thurs., 8 AM Victoria Heeb 

03-Fri., 8 AM Fr. John P. Noe 

04-Sat., 5 PM Ray Schadler 

05-Sun., 8 AM 
Captain & Mark 

DeMarrero 

05-Sun., 10 AM People of the Parish 
 

To schedule a Mass intention for a person, living or 

deceased, or for some other particular intention, contact 

the parish office. 

 

Administration and Staff 
 

Pastor 

Rev. Ryan L. Stenger, J.C.L. 

Parish Office: (859) 635-2491 

Tribunal Office: (859) 392-1500 

Email: rstenger@stjosephcampsprings.org 

 

Mrs. Natalie Ryan, secretary and faith formation 

nryan@stjosephcampsprings.org 

 

Mr. Alex Bramel, bookkeeper 

abramel@stjosephcampsprings.org 

 

 

 



Parish News 

 

This Sunday we enter into the part of Lent 

traditionally known as Passiontide.  During these 

final days of Lent, the Church increasingly turns her 

attention to the approaching Passion and Death of 

Christ.  For centuries, the Gospel reading for Mass 

on the 5th Sunday of Lent (known as Passion 

Sunday) was the account of Jesus’ confrontation with 

the Pharisees in the Temple, in which He asserted His 

divinity and the crowd picked up stones to throw at 

Him (Jn 8: 46-59).  This incident is now spread 

across the Gospel readings of the weekday Masses 

during the 5th Week of Lent, thus presenting the 

controversy surrounding Jesus’ claim to be God as 

the source of the hostility that would lead eventually 

to the Cross.  This passage from the Gospel 

concludes with the line: “So they took up stones to 

throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of 

the Temple” (Jn 8: 59).  It was this hiding of Jesus 

that gave rise to the tradition of veiling the crosses 

and images of the Lord in churches throughout the 

final weeks of Lent.  The images of the saints are also 

veiled during this time, since “a servant is not greater 

than his master” (Jn 13: 16).  In this way, the Church 

enters more deeply into the Passion of the Lord, 

when His power and glory were in a sense veiled by 

the suffering and weakness He embraced on the 

Cross. 

 

As I was looking at the veiled statues in our church, 

it occurred to me that this “veiling” has taken place 

in a much broader way than usual this year.  Right 

now, even the sacraments, the most powerful and 

efficacious signs of God’s closeness and love, are 

hidden from our eyes in a very real way.  But then 

again, God is always veiled to our sight—by our sin, 

by our indifference, by our self-concern, by our 

worldly ways of thinking and acting, and so on.  

Perhaps the situation in which we currently find 

ourselves is in a sense the physical manifestation of 

a spiritual reality.  And yet, we know by faith that 

beyond this veil God is alive and active; at times He 

even breaks through, piercing the darkness to reveal 

the radiant light that can never be wholly covered up. 

 

Indeed, we go with Him to Calvary knowing that “on 

this mountain He will destroy the veil that veils all 

peoples, the web that is woven over all nations” (Is 

25: 7).  In His Resurrection, the glory of His divinity 

will shine through the veil of our humanity and the 

Cross will stand revealed as the Tree of Life.  As we 

enter into these final days of Lent, let’s unite 

ourselves all the more to the Lord’s Cross, so that we 

may share all the more in the new life that He has 

won for us. 

 

One of the ways that we unite ourselves to the Lord’s 

Cross is by praying the Stations of the Cross.  Of 

course, our ability to gather together as a parish to do 

that has been taken away this year.  Nevertheless, this 

is a time-honored devotion that helps us to enter into 

these sacred days in a very meaningful way.  Our 

parishioner Jean Listerman had the idea to set up 

some simple outdoor Stations to give people a way 

to prayerfully participate in this devotion, even if 

they might not be comfortable in the church right 

now.  Around the perimeter of the parking lot behind 

the church you’ll now see stones with a cross and 

Roman numeral on them—bring a prayer book from 

home and join with Christ on His road to Calvary.  

Thanks to Jean for the idea and for making the idea a 

reality!  Of course, the church remains open all day 

and the booklets are sitting out for those who wish to 

pray the Stations inside. 

 

You all continue to be in my prayers during these 

strange times.  I hope that the unusual circumstances 

will not distract us from the sacredness of the days 

ahead, but instead will offer us an opportunity to 

enter even more deeply into the Passion, Death, and 

Resurrection of our Lord. 

 

Fr. Stenger 

 

 

Church Cleaning 

Team One: April 13 – April 26 

Team Two: April 27 – May 10 

Team Three: March 30 – April 12 

 

 



Pray for Those Who Protect Us 
PFC Jared Allender, Staff Sgt. Dave Evans, E5 Staff 

Sgt. Nicholas Glossner, SRA Emily Wagner, Staff 

Sgt. Nicholas Wagner, I CL Petty Office T.J. Waters.  

Please pray for those who put themselves in harm’s 

way each day to protect us, including armed service 

personnel, police, and firefighters. 

 

Pray for the Sick and Homebound 

Chris Arlinghaus, Janet Arlinghaus, David Bradley, 

Kim Brun,  Doug and Ella Carmack, Kent Enzweiler, 

Stella Franzen, Billy Guthier, Blake Hegner, Nathan 

Hessman, Flo Kaffenberger, Garry Kaffenberger, 

Mary Kettenacker, Earl Koeninger, Bernie Kohls, 

Kelli Kramer, Ed Kremer, Jim Kremer, Jonathan 

Leick, Dick Mader, Donna Maschinot, Gary 

Maschinot, Steve Metzinger, Kairi Marie Mullins, 

Dominic Ramler, Ginger Rawe, Todd Ray, Chelsea 

Elam Rust, April Schack, Lizzie Schack, Casen 

Schrock, Jill Shaner, Greg Studer, Steve Tischner, 

Pauline Wade, Alisha Waters, Tony White, Margie 

Zink-Fritsch 

 

Practical Notes 
For the time being, please remember: 

 The public celebration of the sacraments has 

been suspended.  Fr. Stenger’s private Mass 

is being livestreamed on our parish Facebook 

page at 10 AM on Sunday, as well as at the 

usual daily Mass times during the week. 

 The church is open for prayer from 9 AM to 

9 PM.  The Blessed Sacrament is exposed 

from 9 AM to 10 AM every day and from 6 

PM to 7 PM every Wednesday. 

 Confessions and the anointing of the sick are 

available by request.  Please call the rectory. 

 The parish office is closed.  Fr. Stenger can 

be reached at the rectory or by email and 

Natalie is available by email. 

 All parish meetings and events are canceled 

and will be rescheduled as soon as possible. 

 Offertory envelopes may be mailed to the 

parish, placed in the donation box by the 

choir loft stairs, or dropped through the mail 

slot on the rectory door.  Thank you for your 

generous support!  

Looking Back at 175 Years! 

This year we celebrate St. Joseph’s 175th 

anniversary!  To commemorate our 175 years, this 

will be a weekly column from Chuck Taylor to “look 

back” at the rich history of our church community.   

1843: Barbara Blau, daughter of Nicholaus Blau & 

 Anna Kremer, was baptized. Godparents— 

 Johan Steffen & Barbara Fender 

1871: Fredricus Kremer & Margarthia Tifler 

 married. Witness—Johann Kremer & 

 Josephine Tifler  

1881: Honoricus Kohls, son of Henry & Caroline 

 Kohls, died from measles at age 1 

 

1884 Confirmation Class 

Mathias Kremer, Nicholaus Reinert, Joseph Steffen, 

Michael Gender, Nancy Hillberten, Crescentia 

Fender, Elizabeth Amberger, Alponse Schreiber, 

Joseph Lutz, Mary Elizabeth Faha, Catherine Faha, 

Anna Wagner, Anna Greis, Mary Blenke, Carol 

Naschang 

1917 First Communion Class 

John Schreiber, Henry Blesser, Edward Leick, 

Alphonse Enzweiler, Henry Kohls, Francis 

Koeninger, Rosa Ritter, Anna Mary Vebel, Francis 

Kremer, Elizabeth Kremer, Loretta Kohls, Catherine 

Fender, Mary Elizabeth Amberger, John Amberger, 

Andreas Martz, Mary Rosinger 

 

2020 DPAA  

The 2020 DPAA has been postponed.  Once it’s 

rescheduled, we’ll let you know. 

 

 

 Fr. Stenger’s Homily for the 5th Sunday of Lent 

 

The Mass readings for every day are available on 

the website of the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

 

For three Sundays now, we’ve listened to the 

Gospel and heard about the Lord’s confrontation 

with increasingly serious obstacles that hold us back 

from truly living as God intended.  Two weeks ago, 

we heard about His meeting with the woman at the 



well, who thirsted for water, but far more 

importantly, thirsted for guidance and happiness 

and fulfillment that the world couldn’t give her.  

Last week, we heard about the man born blind, 

whose inability to see reminded us of our struggle 

to really see things as they are, to live in the light of 

God’s truth.  And today, we hear about Lazarus, a 

man who is dead and buried. 

 

In all of these cases, the physical obstacle is a sign 

of the underlying spiritual problem.  To the woman 

at the well, Jesus offers living water that wells up to 

eternal life, moving the woman to leave her water 

jar behind and go into the nearest town and 

proclaim Him as the Christ.  He restores sight to the 

man born blind, but even more importantly opens 

his eyes to see in the light of faith, to recognize 

Jesus as the Messiah.  He brings Lazarus back to 

earthly life, but in order to reveal that He is the 

resurrection and the life and that whoever believes 

in Him will never die. 

 

As we draw near to Holy Week, the Church is 

showing us that all these obstacles that hold us back 

from following Christ, from fully becoming the 

people that God created us to be, are nothing before 

His divine power.  Do you feel dissatisfied with 

your life?  Are you searching for meaning and 

fulfillment and a happiness that doesn’t depend on 

things that pass away?  Jesus offers His own life 

and love to satisfy the restlessness of your heart.  

Do you feel like you’re lost and confused, unable to 

see what your life is really about?  Do you struggle 

to see the dignity in yourself or others?  Jesus has 

revealed the mind and heart of God, so that you can 

live in the light of His truth.  Do you feel spiritually 

dead?  Have sin and fear and doubt and pain so 

overwhelmed you that you no longer have a 

meaningful relationship with God?  Jesus has given 

Himself up on the Cross in order to destroy all the 

powers that hold us back from sharing His life, so 

that you can be fully alive by being united to Him in 

faith and love. 

 

As we draw closer to the most pivotal days in 

salvation history, as the Lord sets His gaze towards 

Calvary and begins to descend into the depths of 

human wickedness and to ascend to the heights of 

divine love and mercy, the Church calls us to go 

with Him and to bring with us every obstacle that 

holds us back from Him and to lay them all at the 

foot of His Cross, knowing that not one of them, no 

matter how seemingly insurmountable in our eyes, 

amounts to anything at all in comparison to the 

power of His Precious Blood poured out for us in 

loving sacrifice. 

 

The isolation and anxiety and suffering brought 

about by the ongoing pandemic are undeniable, but 

God can bring good out of any situation, no matter 

how hopeless it might seem in the eyes of the 

world.  Isn’t that the message of this series of 

Gospel readings that we’ve been hearing?  Thirst, 

blindness, even death itself—Christ overcomes all 

of it and uses it to turn our minds and hearts 

towards Him in faith and love.  And He’s 

undoubtedly working to do the same thing in our 

lives right now.  One of the blessings that we might 

find in our current situation is that, as we approach 

the holiest days of the year, we find ourselves with 

fewer distractions than usual, with ample time for 

silence and reflection.  I would suggest that we use 

that time in the days ahead to reflect upon these 

three Gospel readings and ask the Lord to show us 

what the obstacles and burdens are in our lives that 

hold us back from Him.  In what ways have we 

been seeking our satisfaction from sources other 

than God?  In what parts of our lives do we struggle 

to see His hand at work or the path that we should 

follow?  What sins are cutting us off from enjoying 

the fullness of life that He offers us? 

 

Whatever our answers to these questions, the power 

of God’s grace is always greater.  He has come to 

save us, so that we might have life—not simply this 

earthly life, but His divine life.  Let’s pray and 

prepare our hearts to receive His salvation, so that 

we might rise with Him to the fullness of life and 

love in His eternal Kingdom. 

 

 

 



Spiritual Communion 
 

Below are two traditional prayers that can be said 

when a person is unable to be present at Mass and 

receive Holy Communion. 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

 

O holy angel at my side, 

go to the church for me. 

Kneel in my place at Holy Mass, 

where I desire to be. 

At Offertory in my stead, 

take all I am and own, 

and place it as a sacrifice 

upon the altar throne. 

At holy consecration’s bell, 

adore with seraph’s love, 

my Jesus, hidden in the Host, 

come down from heaven above. 

And when the priest Communion takes, 

O bring my Lord to me, 

that His sweet heart may rest on mine, 

and I His temple be. 

Then pray for those I dearly love, 

and those who cause me grief. 

Jesus’ love may cleanse all hearts 

and suffering souls relieve. 

Pray that this sacrifice divine 

may mankind’s sins efface, 

then bring me Jesus’ blessing home, 

the pledge of every grace. Amen. 

 


