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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

April 5, 2020 
          

Mass Schedule 
 

Bishop Foys has suspended the public 

celebration of the Mass and the other sacraments 

due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Mass will be 

offered privately at the usual times: 

 

Sunday Mass: 5 PM (Saturday), 8 AM, and 10 AM 

Daily Mass: 8 AM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday; 7 PM Wednesday 

Holy Day of Obligation Mass: See bulletin 

 

The church is open for private prayer from  

9 AM to 9 PM every day. 

 

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for adoration 

from 9-10 AM every day and from 6-7 PM on 

Wednesday.  N.B.: There will be no adoration on 

Good Friday or Holy Saturday. 

 

Confession Schedule 
 

Confessions are available by request at this time. 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

The parish office is closed,  

but Fr. Stenger can be reached at the rectory or by 

email and Natalie can be reached by email. 

 

Sunday Collection 
 

March 28 & 29                    $1,269.00 

 

Virtus:  April is catch-up month, so make sure 

you log in and get all of your bulletins read.   

 

Mass Intentions 
 

04-Sat., 5 PM Ray Schadler 

05-Sun., 8 AM 
Captain & Mark 

DeMarrero 

05-Sun., 10 AM People of the Parish 

06-Mon., 8 AM Ralph Kremer 

07-Tues., 8 AM Special Intention (RC) 

08-Wed., 7 PM           Betty Rauch 

09-Thurs., 6 PM Mary Ann Studer 

10-Fri. No Mass - Good Friday 

11-Sat., 8:30 PM Alma & Amos Ruschman 

12-Sun., 8 AM People of the Parish 

12-Sun., 10 AM Ray Schadler 
 

To schedule a Mass intention for a person, living or 

deceased, or for some other particular intention, contact 

the parish office. 

 

Administration and Staff 
 

Pastor 

Rev. Ryan L. Stenger, J.C.L. 

Parish Office: (859) 635-2491 

Tribunal Office: (859) 392-1500 

Email: rstenger@stjosephcampsprings.org 

 

Mrs. Natalie Ryan, secretary and faith formation 

nryan@stjosephcampsprings.org 

 

Mr. Alex Bramel, bookkeeper 

abramel@stjosephcampsprings.org 

 

 

 



Parish News 

 

We enter today upon the most sacred and solemn 

days of the year, Holy Week, in which we recall and 

celebrate the mysteries of our redemption.  During 

these holy days, we journey with the Lord from His 

triumphant entrance into Jerusalem to His Last 

Supper with His disciples, at which He instituted the 

Eucharist and the priesthood.  We keep watch with 

Him on the night of Holy Thursday, and then 

venerate His Cross on Good Friday as we recall His 

saving passion and death.  We wait in quiet and 

stillness on Holy Saturday while He lies in the tomb, 

until the darkness and silence are broken by the 

glorious news of His Resurrection at the Easter Vigil 

and the Masses of Easter Sunday.  Through the 

sacred liturgies and ancient traditions that 

characterize this week, the Church invites us to allow 

the great things done for us by God to enter more 

deeply into our hearts, to walk more closely with the 

Lord as He goes up to offer Himself for our salvation, 

to encounter more profoundly the face of the God 

who bows down to us in order to raise us up. 

 

This year, Bishop Foys has directed that the priests 

of the diocese celebrate the Triduum—Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil—in 

small groups according to our region.  We have been 

grouped together with St. Mary, Sts. Peter and Paul, 

and St. Francis Xavier.  These three liturgies will 

take place at St. Mary.  The Holy Thursday Mass will 

be at 6 p.m. and I will be the celebrant and homilist.  

The Good Friday Liturgy will be at 3 p.m., with Fr. 

Jacob Varghese as the celebrant and Fr. Ed Brodnick 

as the homilist.  The Easter Vigil will be celebrated 

at 8:30 p.m. on Holy Saturday, with Fr. Joe 

Gallenstein as the celebrant and homilist.  These 

liturgies will be streamed online by St. Mary and 

shared to our parish Facebook page, so that you can 

prayerfully follow along from home.  On Easter 

Sunday, I will privately offer Mass at our parish at 8 

and 10 a.m.  The 10 a.m. Mass will be streamed on 

our parish Facebook page. 

 

 

Our observance of Holy Week this year will 

obviously look very different than it usually does.  

The beautiful liturgies that fill this sacred week will 

be celebrated this year much more quietly and simply 

than usual.  But, nevertheless, they will be celebrated 

with the same efficacy and significance as ever.  I 

encourage you to make the most of this week, to 

prayerfully unite yourselves to the liturgies of these 

sacred days as much as possible, to let the grace of 

this time fill your hearts and your lives.  Let’s use the 

silence and stillness of these strange times to pray 

and reflect on the Word of God, especially those 

passages that recount the saving mysteries of the 

days ahead.  God has done such amazing things for 

us; let’s respond to Him with generous and loving 

hearts, no matter our circumstances. 

 

Thanks to all of you for your continued prayers and 

support.  The days of Holy Week are so beautiful and 

sacred.  It will be sad to journey through them in an 

empty church, just as I’m sure it will be sad for you 

to have to follow along from home.  But be assured 

that you are in my prayers and remembered at the 

altar every day.  Have a blessed Holy Week.  I hope 

to see you back on our hill before too long! 

 

Fr. Stenger 

 

 

 

 

Church Cleaning 

Team One: April 13 – April 26 

Team Two: April 27 – May 10 

Team Three: March 30 – April 12 

 

Pray for Those Who Protect Us 
PFC Jared Allender, Staff Sgt. Dave Evans, E5 Staff 

Sgt. Nicholas Glossner, SRA Emily Wagner, Staff 

Sgt. Nicholas Wagner, I CL Petty Office T.J. Waters.  

Please pray for those who put themselves in harm’s 

way each day to protect us, including armed service 

personnel, police, and firefighters. 

 

 

 



Pray for the Sick and Homebound 

Chris Arlinghaus, Janet Arlinghaus, David Bradley, 

Kim Brun, Roy Carl,  Doug and Ella Carmack, Kent 

Enzweiler, Stella Franzen, Billy Guthier, Blake 

Hegner, Nathan Hessman, Flo Kaffenberger, Garry 

Kaffenberger, Mary Kettenacker, Earl Koeninger, 

Bernie Kohls, Kelli Kramer, Ed Kremer, Jim 

Kremer, Jonathan Leick, Dick Mader, Donna 

Maschinot, Gary Maschinot, Steve Metzinger, Kairi 

Marie Mullins, Dominic Ramler, Ginger Rawe, Todd 

Ray, Chelsea Elam Rust, April Schack, Lizzie 

Schack, Casen Schrock, Jill Shaner, Greg Studer, 

Steve Tischner, Pauline Wade, Alisha Waters, Tony 

White, Margie Zink-Fritsch 

 

Practical Notes 
For the time being, please remember: 

 The public celebration of the sacraments has 

been suspended.  Fr. Stenger’s private Mass 

is being livestreamed on our parish Facebook 

page at 10 AM on Sunday, as well as at the 

usual daily Mass times during the week. 

 The church is open for prayer from 9 AM to 

9 PM.  The Blessed Sacrament is exposed 

from 9 AM to 10 AM every day and from 6 

PM to 7 PM every Wednesday. 

 Confessions and the anointing of the sick are 

available by request.  Please call the rectory. 

 The parish office is closed.  Fr. Stenger can 

be reached at the rectory or by email and 

Natalie is available by email. 

 All parish meetings and events are canceled 

and will be rescheduled as soon as possible. 

 Offertory envelopes may be mailed to the 

parish, placed in the donation box by the 

choir loft stairs, or dropped through the mail 

slot on the rectory door.  Thank you for your 

generous support! 

 

St. Joseph & St. Philip Promote Catholic 

Education 

We have been notified that Kentucky State Gaming 

has stopped during the pandemic, so there cannot be 

raffle drawings during this time.  The monthly raffle 

will get caught up when the pandemic ends.  

 

Looking Back at 175 Years! 

This year we celebrate St. Joseph’s 175th 

anniversary!  To commemorate our 175 years, this 

will be a weekly column from Chuck Taylor to “look 

back” at the rich history of our church community.   

1915: Carl Andrew Futscher baptized. Godparents- 

 Andrew Futscher & Anna Siemon 

1923: Nicholas Reitman & Mary Schuchter married 

 Witnesses—Jacob Schuchter & Helen  

 Koetting 

1930: Mary Petronelle Ritter died from a brain 

 hemorrhage at age 76 

 

1949 Confirmation Class 

Etheaine Schack, Betty Broodenburg, Catherine 

Nehus, Linus Enzweiler, Leonard Schack, Leo 

Franzen, Raymond Bezold, Elizabeth Harris, Mary 

Catherine Martz, James Koetting, Clarence Neltner, 

Maurice Decker, Rosa Bezold, Judith Fender, Andy 

Heiert, Edward Wilte, Frank Zalligher 

 

1982 First Communion Class 

Kevin Gessner, Brian Golden, Michael Hess, Joseph 

Kremer, Greta Neises, Kevin Neltner, Jason Saner, 

Jonathon Saner, Diana Schultz, Michael Studer, 

Michael Record, Thomas Hardy, Lisa Groneck, 

Della Schrode 

 

Fr. Stenger’s Homily for Palm Sunday 

 

The Mass readings for every day are available on 

the website of the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

 

We began Mass on this Palm Sunday by 

commemorating the Lord’s triumphant entrance 

into the Holy City of Jerusalem.  He has come to 

Jerusalem not as a tourist or as a passerby, but as a 

pilgrim.  He has come for the ancient feast of 

Passover, the ritual memorial of Israel’s liberation 

from slavery in Egypt.  But He has not come to take 

part in the ceremony like all the rest.  He comes to 

fulfill the Passover by taking the place of the 

sacrificial lambs and mounting the altar of the Cross 

to offer His own Body and Blood in order to open 



up for us a path to true liberation from sin and death 

and to eternal communion with God, brought about 

by His divine self-giving love.  It is this love that is 

the height of divinity and He has come to take us 

with Him as He ascends to its fullest expression in 

His self-offering upon the Cross. 

  

As He enters the Holy City upon this great 

Messianic mission, He is greeted by jubilant crowds 

who rightly hail Him as the Messiah: “Hosanna to 

the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!”  They 

wave palm branches to honor Him and lay their 

cloaks on the ground before Him.  St. Matthew says 

that “the whole city was shaken” by excitement.  

After ages of yearning for God to send a Savior, 

after centuries of being defeated and oppressed by 

one foreign power after another, God’s Chosen 

People rejoice because the Messiah at last has 

come. 

 

But then our liturgy moves very quickly to the 

reading of the Passion.  The Messiah has come to 

the decisive moment, the culmination of His saving 

mission.  And where are the crowds now?  For all of 

their enthusiasm and fervor, they have abandoned 

Him.  Perhaps it was because of fear, perhaps it was 

a loss of faith.  Whatever their individual 

motivations, they have left Jesus to die alone on the 

Cross, the object of scorn and mockery, the victim 

of the worst of mankind’s cruelty and violence. 

 

Only days before, they had hailed Him as the 

Messiah, the Anointed One of God.  But it turns out 

that they had certain expectations about who and 

what the Messiah would be.  They wanted a great 

warrior and king who would at last destroy Israel’s 

oppressors and establish a new kingdom for God’s 

People.  Of course, this is precisely what He did—

but not in the way that the crowds wanted.  The 

Savior didn’t enter His city riding upon a war horse 

or chariot, but upon a donkey.  He wasn’t attended 

by great armies, but by a small band of poor and 

rough disciples.  He didn’t draw a sword against His 

enemy, but instead overcame him by the power of 

self-sacrificing love.  He was a Messiah far greater 

than anything the people could have imagined.  And 

yet, their attitudes and expectations remained too 

immersed in the world, and so they couldn’t bring 

themselves to accept God’s salvation. 

 

As Christ hangs upon the Cross, the crowds who 

sang His praises are gone.  Maybe some of them 

have even joined in the cruel mockery.  And where 

are we?  We too have hailed Him as the Messiah.  

We too have laid ourselves down before Him.  We 

too have joined in His great procession to the 

heights of divine life and love.  But where are we 

when He comes to the Cross?  Where are we when 

the journey of following the Lord winds its way 

through pain and confusion and loneliness and 

despair?  Where are we when His path leads us to 

Calvary?  As we listen to the words of the Passion, 

I’m sure that all of us think about the times when 

we too have failed to follow the Lord, when we 

have joined the crowds in abandoning Jesus.  How 

many times have we seen Him mocked and 

scourged in the sufferings of others, but turned a 

blind eye to preserve our own comfort?  How many 

times have we found ourselves in unexpected 

places, challenged by circumstances that we never 

envisioned, and responded by turning inwards in 

self-preservation and fear, rather than placing our 

trust in Christ to lead us forward?  How often do we 

look for salvation in the world or in ourselves, 

rather than seeking God above all else? 

 

Too many times, we’ve joined in the crowd, trusting 

the wisdom of the world and leaving Christ behind.  

How is it possible for us to see this journey through 

all the way to the end?  The simple fact of the 

matter is that it’s not possible—not for us alone.  

All of our good intentions eventually go astray.  

Even our best efforts always come up short.  Maybe 

that’s an important lesson that we can learn from 

the situation of the world today: that we are not self-

sufficient, that even with all of our scientific and 

technological greatness we still are so easily 

brought low.  Our hope does not lie in strengthening 

our own efforts or in fanning the flames of our 

enthusiasm—these always run out.  Our hope is 

Christ alone.  He ascends to the Cross and through 



the Cross to the glory of Heaven, but first He has 

come down to us in order to carry us with Him.  He 

has made us members of His Body, the Church, in 

order to bring us with Him into the very life of God.  

So, as we enter into this Holy Week, these most 

sacred days of the year, let’s turn to the Lord with 

renewed faith and humility, setting aside everything 

that holds us back from Him and placing our trust in 

Him unreservedly, knowing that He alone can save 

us and bring us new life. 

  

 

Spiritual Communion 
 

Below are two traditional prayers that can be said 

when a person is unable to be present at Mass and 

receive Holy Communion. 

 

O holy angel at my side, 

go to the church for me. 

Kneel in my place at Holy Mass, 

where I desire to be. 

At Offertory in my stead, 

take all I am and own, 

and place it as a sacrifice 

upon the altar throne. 

At holy consecration’s bell, 

adore with seraph’s love, 

my Jesus, hidden in the Host, 

come down from heaven above. 

And when the priest Communion takes, 

O bring my Lord to me, 

that His sweet heart may rest on mine, 

and I His temple be. 

Then pray for those I dearly love, 

and those who cause me grief. 

Jesus’ love may cleanse all hearts 

and suffering souls relieve. 

Pray that this sacrifice divine 

may mankind’s sins efface, 

then bring me Jesus’ blessing home, 

the pledge of every grace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen. 

 

 

 


